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Dr. Tiwana
Greene Returns

to King's Fork
High School to
Inspire Seniors

with Career
Opportunities

Dr. Greene pictured with Ms. Requizo

On October 25th, Dr. Tiwana Greene, a distinguished former math
instructor at King's Fork High School, made a highly anticipated return to
her old stomping grounds. Dr. Greene, who now represents Newport
News Shipbuilding, engaged with the school's senior class, specifically
the Government students, to present valuable information about
diverse career pathways available within the shipbuilding industry.

During her presentation, Dr. Greene provided a comprehensive
overview of opportunities offered at Newport News Shipbuilding, with a
focus on its renowned Apprentice School. She detailed the benefits and
training programs designed to prepare students for various trades,
emphasizing the significance of these careers in shaping the future of
shipbuilding and engineering. The Apprentice School, known for its
blend of hands-on experience and academic learning, stands out as a
premier opportunity for those interested in a stable and rewarding
career without accumulating college debt.
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Additionally, Dr. Greene shed light on the competitive compensation
packages that Newport News Shipbuilding offers. She discussed starting
salaries, the potential for overtime pay, and the company's comprehensive
insurance benefits. Her discussion aimed to inform and empower seniors as
they weigh their post-graduation options, underscoring the importance of
making informed decisions about their futures.

Dr. Greene's visit not only highlighted the lucrative and stable careers in the
shipbuilding trade but also served as an inspirational moment for many
students, demonstrating the potential career trajectories they can explore
right after high school.

About Newport News Shipbuilding
Newport News Shipbuilding, a division of Huntington Ingalls Industries, is a leading shipbuilder known for

constructing and maintaining a significant portion of the U.S. Navy’s fleet. The company is committed to investing in
education and workforce development, ensuring a steady pipeline of skilled professionals in the maritime industry.

For more information about the Apprentice School and career opportunities at Newport News Shipbuilding,
students and parents are encouraged to visit Newport News Shipbuilding’s official website or contact the school's

guidance office.
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The Recent Election: New Wave of Politics
by Mariah Marks

The 2024 presidential election has set the stage for unprecedented debates
and controversies, driven by the candidacy and subsequent election of
Donald Trump, whose criminal record includes 34 felony convictions. In an
era where social media serves as a megaphone for public discourse, the
election has sparked intense online debates about the future of America, its
global representation, and the impact of constitutional norms—or lack
thereof—on presidential eligibility.

Social Media: A Platform for Polarization
Since the election concluded on November 6, 2024, social media platforms
have been inundated with contrasting perspectives on President-elect
Trump’s legal status and its implications. Public figures such as Cardi B have
weighed in, amplifying the conversation and fueling the digital battleground
where opposing views clash. Politico highlighted the unprecedented nature
of the situation, noting, “For the first time in history, a presumptive
presidential nominee from one of the two major U.S. political parties is a
convicted felon.”

While some users express outrage over Trump's ability to run for and win the
presidency despite his criminal record, others defend his right to lead,
emphasizing that his legal troubles should not overshadow his capacity to
govern. This divide mirrors broader societal tensions, with Democrats
questioning the fairness of his candidacy and Republicans pushing back
against what they perceive as biased portrayals.
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Legal Loopholes and Constitutional Questions

The debate centers around a glaring constitutional ambiguity: the U.S.
Constitution does not bar individuals with felony convictions from running
for president. The only eligibility requirements are being at least 35 years old,
a natural-born citizen, and having resided in the United States for at least 14
years. This has led to widespread confusion, with many questioning how a
convicted felon can be legally unable to vote in some states but still eligible
to hold the highest office in the land.

The only way to change this would be through a constitutional amendment.
However, as the White House website explains, passing an amendment
requires a two-thirds majority in both houses of Congress or a constitutional
convention called by two-thirds of the states. The amendment must then be
ratified by three-fourths of state legislatures or state conventions. Given the
current political landscape—with 30 states voting Republican and 20
Democrat in the 2024 election—achieving the necessary 38-state majority
seems implausible.

An alternative route would involve passing legislation to prohibit felons from
running for president. However, such a bill would face significant hurdles. A
Republican-majority Congress is unlikely to bring it to the floor, and even if it
did pass, it would almost certainly be vetoed by President Trump. Overriding
a presidential veto would require a two-thirds majority in both the House and
Senate, an outcome that appears highly unlikely in today’s polarized political
environment.
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The Recent Election: New Wave of Politics
Implications for Governance and Foreign Policy

The controversy surrounding President-elect Trump extends beyond
domestic politics to the international stage. As a convicted felon, Trump
could face travel restrictions that limit his ability to engage with key allies
and global powers. Countries such as Canada, Australia, and China may deny
him entry outright, while others could impose restrictions if his criminal
status is disclosed.

These limitations could complicate crucial foreign policy efforts at a time
when global tensions are high. Effective diplomacy requires unrestricted
leadership, and Trump’s legal challenges could undermine the United States’
ability to maintain its status as a leading world power.

A Defining Moment in American History
The election of a convicted felon as president marks a unique moment in
American history. It raises profound questions about the balance between
legal accountability and democratic choice, the role of social media in
shaping public opinion, and the adaptability of constitutional frameworks to
unprecedented challenges.

Only time will reveal the full impact of these developments on the United
States and its position in the world. As debates continue to unfold online and
in political arenas, one thing remains clear: the 2024 election has ushered in a
new era of complexity and contention in American politics.
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KFHS Football Playoffs, A Display of
Dominance: KFHS-54 Menchville-0

November 15, 2024 – Suffolk, VA – Under the Friday night lights at King’s Fork High School, the
Bulldogs delivered a commanding performance in front of a crowd of over 1,000 fans,
decisively shutting out Menchville High School 54-0 in a home playoff game. This victory marks
a strong step forward for King’s Fork in the 2024 VHSL Football State Brackets (Virginia) - Class
5 tournament.

From the outset, King’s Fork showcased their offensive firepower and defensive resilience. The
Bulldogs struck early with a series of passing touchdowns, setting the tone for a game that
quickly spiraled out of reach for Menchville. Quarterback D’andre Artis-boone had an
impressive outing, connecting multiple times with receivers like Nyshaun Lewis, Jahmel
Mackey, Keontae Bumpers, and Raymond Eley, all of whom contributed to the Bulldogs'
explosive offense.

King’s Fork's defense was equally formidable, securing interceptions and preventing
Menchville from mounting any significant drive. Ernest Jones Jr. made a crucial interception in
the third quarter, further stifling Menchville’s attempt to gain any momentum.

Game Highlights:
1st Quarter: Artis-boone connected with Lewis and Mackey for touchdowns, and kicker Jean-
Pierre Bile’ consistently converted extra points, putting King’s Fork ahead 21-0 by the end of
the first quarter.

2nd Quarter: The Bulldogs extended their lead with touchdowns from Anderson and another
pass from Satchell to Bumpers, closing the half with a dominant 48-0 scoreline.

4th Quarter: King’s Fork completed the rout with a touchdown pass to Mackey, sealing the final
score at 54-0.

Despite the lopsided scoreline, King’s Fork maintained focus and discipline throughout the
game, demonstrating why they are a formidable contender in the state playoffs. The Bulldogs
now look forward to their next challenge, riding high on the momentum from this decisive win.



Monday, December 2
 

Work Keys Testing
5:30pm: Wrestling: JV vs. Deep Creek, Great Bridge, Grassfield, Hickory, Indian River, King's

Fork, Lakeland, Nansemond River, Oscar Smith, Western Branch vs. Deep Creek

5:45pm: Basketball: Boys JV vs. Cape Henry Collegiate
7:45pm: Basketball: Boys Varsity vs. Cape Henry Collegiate

Tuesday, December 3
 

5:30pm: Basketball: Girls JV vs. Churchland
7:30pm: Basketball: Girls Varsity vs. Churchland

Wednesday, December 4
 

5:30pm: Wrestling: Varsity vs. Hickory, Indian River

5:45pm: Scholastic Bowl: Varsity vs. Great Bridge

Thursday, December 5
6:00pm: Basketball: Girls JV vs. Nansemond River

6:15pm: Swim & Dive: Boys Varsity vs. Lakeland, Deep Creek, Great Bridge, King's Fork vs.
Lakeland

6:15pm: Swim & Dive: Girls Varsity vs. Lakeland, Deep Creek, Great Bridge, King's Fork vs.
Lakeland

7:30pm: Basketball: Boys JV vs. Nansemond River

Friday, December 6
 

Interim Reports Issued

6:00pm: Basketball: Girls Varsity vs. Nansemond River
7:30pm: Basketball: Boys Varsity vs. Nansemond River

Saturday, December 7
1:00pm: Swim & Dive: Boys Varsity vs. Grassfield, Deep Creek, King's Fork, Western Branch vs.

Grassfield
1:00pm: Swim & Dive: Girls Varsity vs. Grassfield, Deep Creek, King's Fork, Western Branch vs.

Grassfield

KFHS Events Calendar
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Monday, December 9
 

2:00pm: Indoor Track: Boys Varsity vs. Lakeland, Deep Creek, Great Bridge, Grassfield, Hickory,
Indian River, King's Fork, Nansemond River, Oscar Smith, Western Branch vs. Lakeland

2:00pm: Indoor Track: Girls Varsity vs. Lakeland, Deep Creek, Great Bridge, Grassfield, Hickory,
Indian River, King's Fork, Nansemond River, Oscar Smith, Western Branch vs. Lakeland

5:30pm: Wrestling: JV vs. Hickory, Deep Creek, Great Bridge, Grassfield, Indian River, King's
Fork, Lakeland, Nansemond River, Oscar Smith, Western Branch vs. Hickory

Tuesday, December 10
 

Reading SOL

Wednesday, December 11
 

Science SOL
 

5:30pm: Wrestling: Varsity vs. Great Bridge, Deep Creek, King's Fork vs. Great Bridge

5:45pm: Scholastic Bowl: Varsity vs. Indian River

Thursday, December 12
 

History SOL

5:00pm: School Board Meeting - City Hall
5:00pm: Work Session - School Board Meeting

6:15pm: Swim & Dive: Boys Varsity vs. Deep Creek, King's Fork, Lakeland, Nansemond River vs.
Deep Creek

6:15pm: Swim & Dive: Girls Varsity vs. Deep Creek, King's Fork, Lakeland, Nansemond River vs.
Deep Creek

Friday, December 13
 

Math SOL
 

12:00pm: DMV remote test-FROEMEL
2:00pm: Basketball: Girls Varsity vs. TBA
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Saturday, December 14
1:00pm: Swim & Dive: Boys Varsity vs. Deep Creek, Grassfield, Lakeland
1:00pm: Swim & Dive: Girls Varsity vs. Deep Creek, Grassfield, Lakeland

2:00pm: Basketball: Girls Varsity vs. TBA

Monday, December 16
 

Make-up SOLs
 

5:30pm: Wrestling: JV vs. Nansemond River, Deep Creek, Great Bridge, Grassfield, Hickory,
Indian River, King's Fork, Lakeland, Oscar Smith, Western Branch vs. Nansemond River

Tuesday, December 17
 

Make-up SOLs
 

Wednesday, December 18
 

Make-up SOLs
 

5:45pm: Scholastic Bowl: Varsity vs. Lakeland

Thursday, December 19
 

Make-up SOLs
 

6:15pm: Swim & Dive: Boys Varsity vs. Hickory, King's Fork, Nansemond River, Western Branch
vs. Hickory

6:15pm: Swim & Dive: Girls Varsity vs. Hickory, King's Fork, Nansemond River, Western Branch
vs. Hickory

6:30pm: Title I Parent Advisory Committee Meeting
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KFHS Football Playoffs, From Zero to 35 in
One Half: KFHS 35 - Nansemond River 14
The cold winds and wet turf set the stage for a fierce playoff battle between Suffolk rivals
King’s Fork and Nansemond River on Friday night. In front of a roaring crowd of over 1,000
fans, the two teams squared off in a defensive stalemate that encapsulated the intensity of

their rivalry.

First Quarter: Defensive Dominance
The game began with King’s Fork kicking off to Nansemond River, who took possession at their

own 40-yard line. Nansemond River’s offense struggled to gain momentum against King’s
Fork’s tenacious defense, led by #11 Joshua Pittman’s early sack, which pushed the Warriors
back to their own 28-yard line. A punt by Nansemond River gave the Bulldogs favorable field

position at their own 37-yard line.

However, penalties plagued King’s Fork, stalling their drive despite capitalizing on a key pass
interference call. The Bulldogs found themselves facing a false start and eventually turned the

ball over on downs at Nansemond River’s 17-yard line.

Nansemond River attempted to seize the momentum, with #8 Taivon "Philly" Douglas
connecting on a long pass to #5 Calvin Holloway, followed by a strong run from #4 Melvin

Brown. Despite their efforts, the Warriors couldn’t sustain the drive, punting the ball back to
King’s Fork as the first quarter ended scoreless.

Second Quarter: Opportunities Missed
Nansemond River’s defense continued to stand tall, pinning King’s Fork deep in their own

territory early in the second quarter. After a crucial timeout by Nansemond River, the Bulldogs
punted, giving the Warriors excellent field position at King’s Fork’s 22-yard line. Douglas once
again showcased his arm with a deep pass to #16 Christian Jordan, setting up the Warriors at

the 5-yard line. However, the Bulldogs’ defense held firm, forcing a turnover on downs.

King’s Fork looked to capitalize on the defensive stand with a steady drive led by #0 Nyshaun
Lewis, who broke loose for a long run. The Bulldogs managed to march to Nansemond River’s

45-yard line but ran out of time before halftime, leaving the score knotted at 0-0.
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KFHS Football Playoffs, From Zero to 35 in
One Half: KFHS 35 - Nansemond River 14
In a game that began as a tense standoff, King's Fork emerged victorious with a powerful

second-half performance, defeating Nansemond River 35-14. The Bulldogs combined offensive
precision with defensive tenacity, breaking open the game after halftime.

Third Quarter: Bulldogs Take Command
The third quarter saw King's Fork make a decisive statement, sparked by Nyshaun Lewis. Early
in the quarter, Lewis ignited the scoring with a dazzling 34-yard rushing touchdown, breaking

the stalemate and giving the Bulldogs a 7-0 advantage after a successful PAT. Lewis’ explosive
running energized the team, setting the tone for what was to come.

Quarterback Myles Satchell then showcased his arm with a perfectly placed 35-yard
touchdown pass to Zachary Walton, extending the Bulldogs' lead to 14-0.

Nansemond River responded with a big play of their own, as Taivon "Philly" Douglas delivered a
30-yard rushing touchdown. However, a missed PAT left them trailing 14-6.

Fourth Quarter: King's Fork Pulls Away
King's Fork wasted no time in the fourth quarter, with Satchell connecting with Ziyon Green on
a 32-yard touchdown pass, pushing the lead to 21-6. The Bulldogs' defense then made a pivotal
impact when Lewis intercepted a pass and returned it for a touchdown, further extending the

lead to 28-6.

Douglas continued to battle for Nansemond River, scoring his second rushing touchdown of
the night—this time from 11 yards out—and completing a two-point conversion to narrow the

gap to 28-14.

But King's Fork would not be denied. Satchell found Green for another touchdown, sealing the
game with a 35-14 scoreline. A late forced fumble by the Bulldogs' defense extinguished any

hopes of a Nansemond River comeback.



THE BULLDOG BARK

King’s Fork High School
November 26, 2024

KFHS Football Playoffs, From Zero to 35 in
One Half: KFHS 35 - Nansemond River 14

Key Performers

King's Fork:

Nyshaun Lewis: Dominated on both sides of the ball with a rushing touchdown and a game-
changing pick-six.

Myles Satchell: Orchestrated the offense with multiple touchdown passes to Walton and
Green.

Jean-Pierre Bile: Reliable on special teams, converting all PATs.

Nansemond River:

Taivon "Philly" Douglas: The standout performer for his team, accounting for all 14 points with
two rushing touchdowns and a two-point conversion.

Game Takeaway
King's Fork demonstrated why they are a formidable force, excelling in all phases of the game.

Their balanced attack, highlighted by stellar plays from Lewis and Satchell, overwhelmed
Nansemond River in the second half. Despite a strong effort from Douglas, the Warriors

couldn’t match the Bulldogs' depth and execution. This victory underscores King's Fork's status
as a team to watch as the season progresses.



The King’s Fork High School (KFHS) community came together for an unforgettable
evening of intrigue, comedy, and audience participation as the Advanced Theater

Students teamed up with the KFHS Model United Nations for the second annual Murder
Mystery Dinner Theater.

This year’s production, An Audition for a Murder by Lee Mueller, captivated over 140
attendees across two nights, transforming the school into a hub of mystery and

entertainment.

A Collaborative Showcase
The event was a testament to the collaborative spirit at KFHS, combining the theatrical

talents of the Advanced Theater Students with the organizational expertise of the Model
United Nations.

Friday, November 22nd: A catered dinner show featuring a delectable Asian fusion menu
from Hibachi Buddha, a black-owned restaurant based in Williamsburg, set the tone for

an upscale evening.
Saturday, November 23rd: A more casual atmosphere welcomed guests with a “Snacks

and More” menu, offering movie-theater favorites like nachos, popcorn, candy, and
pickles.

The Play: A Whimsical Mystery with a Comedic Twist
An Audition for a Murder followed a theater group’s chaotic audition for their

production, Death of a Disco Dancer. 

The production was helmed by Vivian Vinderlou, a frazzled director with a partially
written script, and her assistant Reed Moore. As the auditions progressed, chaos ensued
with missing pages, theatrical antics, and ultimately, a mysterious death. Enter Inspector
Bonnie Brauvera, who guided both the cast and audience through solving the whodunit.
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King’s Fork High School Delivers Thrills and Laughter
with Second Annual Murder Mystery Dinner Theater
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King’s Fork High School Delivers Thrills and Laughter
with Second Annual Murder Mystery Dinner Theater

Interactive Fun and Prizes
A hallmark of KFHS’s Murder Mystery Theater is audience participation. Guests became
active investigators, posing questions to the cast to uncover motives and alibis. Prizes

were awarded to those who correctly deduced the killer before the dramatic reveal,
adding an extra layer of excitement to the event.

A Resounding Success
The second annual Murder Mystery Dinner Theater exceeded expectations, with

attendees praising the performances, the engaging storyline, and the interactive format.
The partnership between the Advanced Theater Students and the Model United Nations

showcased the depth of talent and creativity within the KFHS community.

Looking Ahead
With this year’s event receiving rave reviews, the anticipation for next year’s Murder

Mystery Dinner Theater is already building. The KFHS tradition continues to grow,
offering a unique blend of entertainment and collaboration that leaves the audience

eagerly awaiting what’s next.

For those who missed out this year, mark your calendars—next year promises to be even
bigger and better!
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King’s Fork Cross Country Shines at 5B Region
Championships by Judah Bannarbie

On Wednesday, November 6, the King’s Fork High School boys’ and girls’ cross-country teams
traveled to Newport News Park for the 5B Region Cross Country Championships. Competing
against nine schools, including Granby, Norview, Bethel, and Nansemond River, the Bulldogs

faced one of their toughest challenges yet.

A New Venue, New Challenges
For the first time, the team competed at the expansive and scenic Newport News Park. The

unfamiliar terrain posed unique challenges, but the Bulldogs showed resilience and
determination. The boys raced first, lining up against 68 competitors, while the girls followed,

facing a field of about 50 runners.

State Qualifiers Crowned
Months of training under Coach Mendez’s expert guidance paid off as two King’s Fork athletes

rose to the occasion and qualified for the state meet:
Jakari Sartin &Chiara Parilla

Their performances were a testament to their hard work, discipline, and endurance throughout
the season.

Looking Ahead to States
The season culminated for Sartin and Parilla at the state meet in Leesburg, Virginia, on

November 16. Representing King’s Fork at this elite level marked a significant achievement for
the runners and their coach, showcasing the strength and potential of the Bulldogs' cross-

country program.

A Season of Growth
This year’s regional meet highlighted the dedication and growth of the entire King’s Fork cross-
country team. Competing at Newport News Park and securing state qualifications underscored

the team’s commitment to excellence and their bright future in the sport.

Congratulations to Jakari Sartin, Chiara Parilla, Coach Mendez, and the entire team for an
exceptional season!
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Tea Time: A Horror Story

She scrolled through the profile, finding a picture of Nia and her family sitting on the porch steps of a
nice house. It was almost too easy. It only took Tonya a few minutes to take a quick peek at the photo’s

metadata-a skill she picked up completely innocently, of course. And then, she had an address.
Tonya drummed her fingertips on the desk. The house would be empty until pretty late in the

afternoon-her boyfriend was leaving for a trip and the journalism club at Malik’s school was staying
late. Good, the boys were too occupied to go looking for her.

She reached into her purse, grabbing her car keys.
***

Click, click, click, click.
Malik was responsible for that month’s headliner in the Queen’s Spoon News. He was sitting next to the
window in the classroom that housed the journalism club, listening to the other club member’s discuss

their work as he typed quickly.
He was about to go ask about that month’s advice column when his phone buzzed. He picked it up,

seeing a new message from his stepdad.
Can you check on your mom? It read.

Malik felt a sense of uneasiness creep through his body. He couldn’t help but remember what had
happened that morning. He quickly typed a reply back, before walking out of the room to call Tonya. He

listened to the phone ring for what felt like a lifetime before it went to voicemail.
Malik tried his best not to panic. His mom was probably just busy. She’d call right back…right? Right.

He let out a sigh of relief, picking up the call from his mom.
“Hi mom,” He said. “Thom-”

“I’m picking you up from your meeting early,” She said.
“Huh?” Malik asked. “Why?”

“I’ll tell you in the car,” She said. “Get your stuff,”
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“Um…okay,” He said. “See you,”
“See you,” Tonya said. “Love you,”

Malik walked back into the club room, packing his things. He quickly told the vice-president of
the club he had to leave early and he walked to the front of the building, fears rising. He
stepped outside, seeing an unfamiliar red car. The window rolled down, and he heard his

mother’s voice before he saw her.
“Get in,” She called to him.

 Malik hesitated for a second before getting into the passenger seat.
 “What happened to our car?” He asked.

 “Nothing,” Tonya said, without making any indication that she was going to drive.
 Malik squirmed in his seat.

 “Malik,” Tonya started. “I need you to help me do something,”
 “Okay,” He said. “What is it?”

 “You remember the submission you showed me?” Tonya said.
 Malik nodded.

 “I need your help” Tonya paused. “Handling the situation,”
 “Mom…” Malik said. “What did you do?” he whispered.

 “I told you,” She said, putting a hand on his cheek. “I took care of it. I just need your help…
cleaning things up,”

 Malik felt his throat run dry. There was no way his mother had done what he thought she did.
 “Mom-”

 “You’re going to help me, right?” She asked him. “Together forever,”
 She took his hand, and he looked down at their matching rings.

 “Together forever,” He said.
 She nodded, letting go of his hand. 

 “Good,” She said. “Great,”
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She finally put her hands on the steering wheel, driving out of the parking lot. She turned the
music up, and a bouncy afrobeats song was playing. Malik crossed his arms, feeling his world

close in on him.
 The car ride lasted forever to Malik, and his thoughts spiraled accordingly. After a while, the

car pulled in front of a large, fancy home. Tonya grabbed her purse, pulling out a pair of gloves
and handing them to Malik.

 “Go ahead, put them on,” She said “Quick,”
 She took out another pair of gloves, putting them on herself before getting out of the car.

Malik reluctantly put the gloves on.
 “Come on,” She said to him.

 Malik followed her into the house, wanting to turn and run away more and more with each
step. He glanced around the room he’d just entered, seeing photos of what looked like a happy
family on the walls. He followed Tonya down the hall, and they turned into a living room. Malik

stopped himself from screaming, faced with the corpse of a dead man sitting on the couch.
 “Mom,” He whispered. “Mom, there’s no way-”

 “Malik,” Tonya said seriously. “Stay calm. The hardest part is done. Go find a blanket big
enough to wrap him in,”

 Malik could barely stay standing, faced with a disgusting scene. He only hesitated for another
moment before going upstairs to where he presumed the bedrooms were. He peeked into

rooms, seeing the bedrooms of what he assumed were young children and kept moving. Finally,
he reached the master bedroom.
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 He entered the room quickly, wanting his nightmare to be over as soon as possible. He ripped
the comforter from the bed, ignoring the empty beer bottles scattered on the floor, grime

painting the corners. He returned downstairs with the blanket, to see that Tonya had moved
the coffee table, making more room on the floor.

 “Help me wrap him up,” Tonya said. “Put the blanket down first,”
 Malik nodded, expression blank, before moving to haul the body off of the couch. For a

moment, he got sad at the thought of his favorite hoodie being ruined with bloodstains before
being shocked at his own selfishness. He could admit that the world didn’t need another

abusive man. Nonetheless, he still found himself nauseous at what his mother had done, eyeing
the brain matter visible in the man’s cracked-open skull.

 He was clumsy carrying the body and dropped it on the blanket with a thud.
 Tonya shot him a critical glare.

 “Sorry,” He said, before moving the blanket over the man.
 “Stop, stop,” Tonya said. “I’ll get it, just…go find some duct tape or something,”

 “Okay,” He said, walking into the kitchen to be caught off guard at how messy it was.
 Trash toppled out from the overfilled trash bin, which matched the sink, kicking the garbage

out of his way. He started opening unorganized drawers until he found one filled with random
objects, including tape. He pulled the tape from the drawer, heading back into the living room.

 “Don’t just stand there,” Tonya said.
 Malik moved towards the body.

 “Hand it here,” She said. “You turn it over when I say, and I’ll tape,”
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“Alright,” He said.
Taping the body was a blur. Before he knew it, he was being sent upstairs to get more things to
wrap up the blood-soaked blanket. Malik and Tonya made quick work of wrapping up the body,

before hauling it into the back seat of the car.
Malik returned to the passenger seat of the car, the thoughts in his head reduced to mush.

Tonya started the car again, driving down the road like it was any other day.
“Oh, I forgot,” She asked. “Are you hungry?”

Malik shook his head.
“Okay,” Tonya said “We can pick up some food when we go home,”

Malik nodded.
“I’m really sorry I pulled you into this,” Tonya said. “There’s only one more thing I have to do,

then we’ll be home,”
Malik shut his eyes, waiting for the whole ordeal to be over with. They drove for a long time,

and Malik drifted off, eventually falling asleep.
The next thing he felt was being shaken awake.

“Malik,” Tonya said gently. “Malik,”
He nodded awake, assuming the events of the last few hours were just a bad dream until he
noticed his mom’s gloved hands and the unfamiliar car. The inside of the car was so dark, he

could barely believe that they’d been out so long.
“I’m up,” He said.
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“Good,” She said. “Go stand over there,”
She gestured outside of the car, making Malik look at their surroundings. The car was parked

near a large lake. It was so wide, so dark crystal blue, it looked like an ocean.
Malik opened the car door, stepping out in a daze.

“I’ll be right back,” Tonya said, and Malik didn’t have time to register what she said as strange.
He walked away from the car, towards some craggy trees surrounding the lake. Just as he was

going to sit, he watched as the car drove right into the lake, and he ran towards it as it sunk into
the abyss. 

He fell to the ground, his knees going weak. Tears ran down his face. He screamed into the
woods, crying and hollering until his voice went hoarse.

He wiped his tears, silence filling the air for a moment and he noticed something moving in the
water. Tonya swam to the surface, and Malik grabbed her desperately, pulling her onto land.

To Be Continued.
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Tea Time: A Horror Story

For the second year in a row, the King’s Fork Drama Club hosted its annual
haunted auditorium, with this year’s theme being “Dead Man’s Circus.” Rumor has
it that the auditorium might actually be haunted with this also being the second
year with unexpected interruptions. Nevertheless, the actors put on an amazing
show, with screams being heard from the choir room to the cafeteria.

The actors had been working on the show since September. Initially, there were
two ideas for the theme: Slaughterhouse and Circus. A vote among the actors had
circus emerge as the theme for the 2024 haunted auditorium. 

Acts featured in the show included a ringmaster, a contortionist, frightful twins,
and a game of ‘Ring Around the Rosie’ with a “dead” man in the center. The club
managed to earn back what they spent on the show and raise plenty, making the
haunted auditorium a success once again.

The attraction proved to be popular once again, with ticket lines extending past
every lunch period. Many hope that the haunted auditorium will remain an annual
tradition at King’s Fork. With this being Mrs. Millette-Miller’s second year at the
school, she continues to impress and surprise both students and faculty. With the
fake blood and real sweat and tears that went into putting on such a performance,
it’s fair to say that it was worth it all.
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